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37th U.S. SENIOR OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP – FIRST ROUND COURSE SET-UP NOTES

	Hole
	Par
	Yards
	Set-Up Notes from Jeff Hall

	1
	4
	424
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The opening hole at Scioto can be a good birdie opportunity. Look for some players to play 3-woods from the tee to take the fairway bunkers left of the drive zone out of play. The hole played downwind Monday and Tuesday, but today’s SSW breeze is more typical and will be slightly against and from the player’s right. Today’s hole location (22-4R) is in the back-right portion of the green. A miss right of this green will present a difficult recovery.

	2
	4
	463
	One of the better driving holes on the golf course. The tee shot must carry 220 yards to reach the flat portion of the fairway. A very deep bunker located right of the drive zone that begins at 255 yards and extends to 290 yards must be avoided. Today’s back-center hole location (20-12CTR) is very accessible. This green slopes significantly from back to front and the back portion of the green can be used as a back stop to get the ball close to this hole location. A difficult hole, but I’d expect to  see a few birdies here today with this hole location.
	 

	3
	4
	389
	One of the shorter par 4s at Scioto. I would expect to see many players lay up here with something other than driver. The fairway has a great deal of movement to it with the flat portion of the fairway coming at a point 235-255 yards off the tee. There is no intermediate (2.75”) rough along the fairway on this hole. Today’s hole location (20-6L) is in the lower, back portion of the green and on the left side of a ridge that runs from back to front and divides the green. A well-played stroke will finish on the proper level. Any shot that finishes right of the ridge will result in a challenging first putt.

	4
	3
	169
	We are matching up a forward teeing ground with a front-right hole location (9-4R) today. The hole is playing some 30 yards shorter than it has for the three practice days. A false front covers the first 5 yards of this putting green. Shots that travel long and right of this hole location will likely funnel off the green to the right because of the prominent side slope. This is the shortest this hole will play all week. This hole typically plays back into the prevailing breeze. 

	5
	4
	458
	A long par 4 on the score card that plays a bit shorter than its yardage. The combination of the downhill tee shot and the creek at the end of the fairway will likely result in many players playing something other than driver from the tee. This drive zone is unique in that there is a predominant slope both left and right that will funnel balls back into the fairway. The green sits up in the air and a pronounced ridge cuts across the middle of the green, separating the narrow front portion from the wider back portion of this green. Today’s hole location (24-10CTR) is one of the more accessible on this green.

	6
	5
	559
	The lone par 5 on the front nine provides a good birdie opportunity. Players will favor the right side of the fairway off the tee to insure they don’t get stymied by the trees on the inside corner of this dogleg-left hole. Depending on conditions and the placement of the tee shot, some of the longer players may be able to reach the green in two shots. Another green with a pronounced slope separating the front and back portions of the putting surface. Today’s back-left hole location (20-4L) is approximately 4 paces beyond the slope and is in the widest portion of the green.

	7
	4
	383
	Another good opportunity for birdie, but the fairway has a good deal of movement which will add to the degree of difficulty. I would expect many players to play something other than a driver from this tee. Today’s back-right hole location (20-8R) is very accessible, although a slope short and right of the hole as well as behind the location will add some difficulty to the putting. 

	8
	4
	498
	Perhaps the most difficult hole on the golf course. We will be using the back tee today with a back-left hole location (22-7L) which should be the most accessible hole location on this green. There is a good deal more room to the left off the tee as the fairway shapes in that direction, but the tee shot is blind. A fairway bunker complex right of the drive zone begins at approximately 260 yards, but with the downhill nature of this tee shot, it will play nearly 10 yards shorter than that. With the water lurking to the left, I’d expect the expansive closely mown area that wraps around the right side of the green to be a popular spot for second shots. We have been very mindful of the type of second shot being played into this green and have been managing this green’s firmness accordingly.  

	9
	3
	144
	We have located the tee markers on the forward portion of the back tee. This tee placement, coupled with a front-left hole location (4-4L) has the hole playing almost 20 yards shorter than it did during the practice rounds. Balls finishing beyond this hole location will be faced with a downhill putt. Making a par save from the left greenside bunker will be a challenging task! This hole plays back into the prevailing breeze.

	TOTAL
	35
	3,487
	 

	10
	4
	423
	This hole will provide a good birdie opportunity in Round 1. The tee shot is played into one of the narrower fairways at Scioto. The drive zone is protected on the right by a single fairway bunker that starts at 245 yards from the tee and extends to 270 yards. The fairway is flat to a point about 285 yards before it falls off and to the right. Today’s middle-right hole location (18-9R) is very accessible, but a dropoff that is not much more than 6 feet left of the hole will take the ball down into a bowl-like feature on the left side of this green. A second shot played short and right of this hole location will result in a very good birdie chance. 

	11
	4
	391
	Good driving hole, although some players may choose to not use a driver. The
fairway begins to slope downhill and to the left at the 250-yard mark from the
tee before it before it bottoms out at the 275-yard mark.  Today’s hole location is front left (9-3L). There is a shoulder in the green behind this location that
players can use to get the ball close. A large closely mown area left of the
green will  present a challenging recovery to this left hole location.
	 
	 
	 

	12
	5
	543
	This par 5 will be a three-shot hole for most in the field. The longest drivers can possibly get their tee shot nearly to the top of the hill affording them a bit better view. The second shot is blind. We saw players working hard to identify an aiming point throughout the practice rounds. This putting green is long and narrow and today features a middle-left hole location (17-4L). There is a small knob short and right and a similar knob a bit farther behind this hole location. Both will have an impact on putting. There is a good chance that this hole will play to an under-par stroke average this week.

	13
	4
	478
	We are using the primary, back tee today with a middle-left hole location (21-5L). One of the stronger par 4s on the golf course. The right-side drive zone bunker is clearly in play. The bunker on the left side is probably out of reach for most players in the field. The green is the largest at Scioto and slopes from back to front, making it pretty receptive. The portion of the green where today’s hole is located slopes gently from left to right and moving the ball away from the hole location.

	14
	3
	200
	The longest par 3 on the golf course, but it will play quite a bit shorter than the scorecard yardage of 230 yards. We are using the 205 tee today to a middle-right hole location (18-9R). Today’s breeze will be from right to left and slightly against. One of the flatter greens on the course. 

	15
	4
	441
	A solid par 4. The positioning of the tee shot can be critical to successfully playing this hole. The bunker on the inside corner of this left-to-right dogleg must be avoided. There is ample room on the left side of this fairway (40 yards wide at the 172-yard sprinkler) but it makes the second shot play a bit longer. Today’s hole location (13-5L) is positioned on a plateau in the middle portion of this green. 

	16
	4
	434
	A hole where playing from the fairway is imperative. We might see a variety of clubs played from the tee. There are two plateaus in this fairway. The first finishes at a point 250 yards from the tee and the second runs from the 280-295 yard mark from the tee. The green sits up in the air and is well protected in front by two bunkers and a false front. Today’s hole location (25-10R) is in the very back of the green between two shoulders and brings the closely mown area over this green into play. This is an accessible hole location with the proper distance control.

	17
	3
	192
	We are using the 187 tee today with a back-left hole location (21-5L) that is on a small shelf. This rather narrow and angled putting green is the smallest on the golf course. Players who “bail out” right will be faced with a difficult recovery, but today’s left hole location will make that task a bit easier. There is an optional dropping zone located on the 118 tee for a ball in the water hazard. 

	18
	4
	439
	With the hole located front left (10-5L) behind the front-left greenside bunker, we are using the 445 tee. Using this tee really brings the drive zone bunker complex into play, making it one of the better driving holes on the golf course today. The prevailing breeze is against and slightly from the right. 

	TOTAL
	35
	3,541
	 

	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	70
	7,028
	 



	Course Set-Up
	All the rough inside the ropes was mowed last night.

Greens were hand-watered to achieve the desired moisture and firmness last night. This morning, greens were again hand-watered to achieve a target moisture level which has been established based on firmness and with close attention to turf health. Greens will be lightly hand-watered during the midday break to maintain turf health throughout the day, if necessary.

Fairways and roughs received appropriate water to maintain turf health, with an eye on continued firming of the fairways, and the drive zones specifically.

	Green Speeds
	Today's green speeds averaged 12’ 7” on the USGA Stimpmeter this morning, which is right in our desired range. We achieved this speed through a double cut in the evening and a double cut and roll in the morning. We anticipate losing approximately 6-8” of speed throughout the day.

	Weather Forecast
	From Jake Swick with Thor Guard Weather

5 A.M. 
Thankfully the activity to our south last evening weakened as it approached Columbus and the activity overnight was less than early Wednesday. This means we'll see more hazy sunshine this morning than yesterday morning and with temps in the mid 70s now, we may get close to 90 by lunchtime. From about 2 to 5 p.m. (depends on storm activity), we'll likely see highs around 90, dewpoints in the mid 70s and that should equal a heat index of 100. Light winds this morning will become an occasional south/southwest breeze at 4-8 mph by this afternoon. I'm keeping a 20% chance of a shower or storm for most of this morning, but look for the real hit or miss action to begin at 12:30 PM and continue through this evening. I'm putting a 40% chance of us getting hit by a shower or storm this afternoon and evening since the models have it looking like the last two afternoons/evenings or slightly less active (which could be great if that holds true!). Friday's forecast is almost a carbon copy of today with just a bit more wind in the afternoon. The area of low pressure and cold front for this weekend is still not as clear as I would like in the forecast models. Therefore I'll keep the 60% chance of showers and storms from midday Saturday through midday Sunday. The picture being painted by the models continues to show the low moving from Chicago to Cleveland with some ease, however the cold front south of the low appears to have some difficulty plowing through Ohio. We'll see over the next few model runs if we can get it to clear us Saturday night or Sunday morning.
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