
2015 U.S. Senior Open – Round 1 Notes 

 

Tom Watson 

 At age 65, Tom Watson is the oldest first-round leader in U.S. Senior Open history. Ted Kroll 

(1980) and Bob Charles (1996) were both 60 years old when they led after 18 holes. 

 Watson missed a birdie putt on his final hole to shoot his age (65). He has shot at or below his 

age once in competition, posting a 63 as a 64-year-old in the second round of the 2014 Toshiba 

Classic. 

 Watson’s 4-under 66 is his lowest round in the U.S. Senior Open since the fourth round in 2010. 

It is his lowest round in competition since the second round of the 2014 Senior British Open. 

 The last time Watson led at the conclusion of a round in a U.S. Senior Open was after the third 

round in 2007.  

 This is the second 18-hole lead by Watson in the U.S. Senior Open. He also led after the first 

round in 2003. 

 Watson is aiming to become the oldest champion of the U.S. Senior Open at age 65. Allen Doyle 

was 57 when he won in 2006. 

 This is Watson’s 14th U.S. Senior Open appearance and 49th USGA championship appearance. 

Hale Irwin 

 Hale Irwin shot his age on Thursday, posting an even-par 70. It is the 18th time he has shot his 

age in competition and the second time he has done it in the U.S. Senior Open. He shot a 66 in 

the third round in 2011. 

 The 70 ties Irwin’s lowest round of the year on the Champions Tour. 

 Irwin passed Miller Barber for third place in rounds played in the U.S. Senior Open. Irwin’s 69 

rounds trail only Arnold Palmer (83) and Dale Douglass (80). 

 This is Irwin’s 20th U.S. Senior Open and 54th USGA championship. 

Players 

 Six of the top seven players on the leader board played in the morning wave on Thursday. Only 

Woody Austin played in the afternoon. 

 Dave Eichelberger started his 22nd U.S. Senior Open, third-most behind Douglass (26) and 

Palmer (25). Eichelberger shot a 7-over 77. 

 The first-round leader has gone on to win eight of 35 U.S. Senior Open Championships, but has 

won three of the last four (Olin Browne, 2011; Kenny Perry, 2013; Colin Montgomerie, 2014). 

 The top three finishers in last year’s U.S. Senior Open all broke par in the first round (Woody 

Austin, T-3rd in 2014, 67; Colin Montgomerie, 1st in 2014, 68; Gene Sauers, 2nd in 2014, 69). 

 Jeff Hart, Jim Carter and Mark Brooks were the only players to record bogey-free rounds on 

Thursday. All played in the morning wave. Brooks recorded 18 pars in his round. 

 Five players, including Corey Pavin, tied for lead in fairways hit with 12 of 13. 

 Peter Fowler and Marion Dantzler hit 16 of 18 greens in regulation to lead the field. 



 Kohki Idoki led the field with 25 putts. 

 Michael Allen and Ian Woosnam led the field with seven birdies in the first round.  

 Paul Wesselingh made the only eagle of the day, holing his approach on the par-5 15th. 

 Three players competed in the U.S. Open and U.S. Senior Open in 2015: 

o Lee Janzen  T-2nd 67 

o Colin Montgomerie T-8th 68 

o Miguel Angel Jimenez T-58th 72 

 There are 11 past U.S. Senior Open champions in the field: 

o Olin Browne  T-75th 73 

o Brad Bryant  T-24th 70 

o Roger Chapman  T-137th 79 

o Dave Eichelberger T-128th 77 

o Fred Funk  T-24th 70 

o Hale Irwin  T-24th 70 

o Peter Jacobsen  T-109th 76 

o Bernhard Langer T-41st 71 

o Colin Montgomerie T-8th 68 

o Kenny Perry  T-24th 70 

o Eduardo Romero T-84th 74 

 There are 27 amateurs in the field this week. Mike McCoy, the 2013 U.S. Mid-Amateur 

champion, was the only amateur at par or better. He opened with an even-par 70. 

High Heat 

 The high temperature today at Del Paso Country Club was 101.5 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Caddies 

 For the first time in the U.S. Senior Open, caddies were given the option to forego wearing bibs 

in the first round because of the heat. Forty-three of the 156 caddies opted to go without the 

bibs today. 

 Caddies were first allowed to wear shorts in the 1997 U.S. Senior Open at Olympia Fields (Ill.) 

Country Club. 

 Bobby Siravo, a former assistant professional at Del Paso and current member of the club, 

caddied for Bernhard Langer today because his regular caddie, Terry Holt, had a leg ailment. 

Holt hopes to resume caddieing this weekend. 

Duration of Play 

 The first ball was struck by Bob Niger at 7 a.m. PDT and play concluded at 7:55 p.m. PDT. 

 

 


