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MALE PLAYERS

FEMALE PLAYERS

+670K
+80K

+32.2% SINCE 2020

+15.4% SINCE 2020
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IN 2024, 3.35 MILLION
GOLFERS IN THE U.S.

MAINTAINED A
HANDICAP INDEX®

SINCE 2020, THE
NUMBER OF GOLFERS
WITH A H.I.™ HAS
INCREASED BY 750K
(28.8%)

+3.5%

+7.0%

FEMALE PLAYERS

MALE PLAYERS +180K

+20K

THIS IS UP
COMPARED TO 2023

200K (6.3%) YOY 

Female players make up 18.0% of the 3.35 million
golfers with a Handicap Index.
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A RECORD 77.25 MILLION
SCORES WERE POSTED

IN THE U.S.

THIS IS UP
YOY and up

COMPARED TO 2020

1.77M
(2.3%)
6.23m (8.8%) 

MALE
84.7%

FEMALE
15.3%

11.8M

65.45M

Here’s a monthly breakdown
of when those scores were posted

Of the 77.25M scores posted, golfers entered
their scores hole-by-hole 34.9% of the time
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A RECORD 13.8 MILLION 
9-HOLE SCORES WERE 

POSTED IN THE U.S.

+1.03M
+8.0% YOY

This continues a trend where the number of 9-hole scores posted by 
male and female players has increased every year since 2020.

MALE
74.5%

FEMALE
25.5%

3.52M

10.28M

FEMALE 9-HOLE SCORESMALE 9-HOLE SCORES

20242023202220212020 20242023202220212020

6.94m 2.95m
8.09m 3.17m8.53m 3.25m

9.34m
3.44m

10.28m 3.52m

+19.3% SINCE 2020 +48.1% SINCE 2020 
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9-hole scores are 
accounting for a higher 
percentage of all scores 

posted year over year

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

18-HOLES 9-HOLES

18-HOLES 9-HOLES

86.1%

84.9%

84.0%

83.1%

82.1%

13.9%71.02 MILLION SCORES

74.58 MILLION SCORES

73.74 MILLION SCORES

75.48 MILLION SCORES

77.25 MILLION SCORES

15.1%

16.0%

16.9%

17.9%

If we look at male and female players specifically:

29.9%

70.1%

+4.7% 
since 2020

FEMALE GOLFERS

+4.1% 
since 2020

15.7%

84.3%

MALE GOLFERS
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9-HOLE AND 18-HOLE 
CULTURE BY STATE/TERRITORY

Here are the top 10 states/territories 
where 9-hole rounds are most prevalent

Here are the top 10 states/territories 
where 18-hole rounds are most prevalent

�� MAINE 32.6%

�� NEW HAMPSHIRE 32.3%

�� SOUTH DAKOTA 31.7%

�� IOWA 30.6%

�� massachusetts 30.4%

�� RHODE ISLAND 30.0%

�� MICHIGAN 29.6%

�� NEBRASKA 28.7%

�� connecticut 28.6%

��� WYOMING 28.1%

�� NEVADA 93.3%

�� MISSISSIPPI 92.8%

�� HAWAII 92.3%

�� Louisiana 92.0%

�� PUERTO RICO 91.2%

�� TEXAS 90.5%

�� ARIZONA 90.4%

�� OKLAHOMA 90.3%

�� ARKANSAS 89.5%

��� ALABAMA 88.9%

AVID 9-HOLE CULTURE AVID 18-HOLE CULTURE



AVERAGE HANDICAP INDEX AVERAGE HANDICAP INDEX

14.2 28.7
MALE GOLFERS FEMALE GOLFERS
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who is the average 
golfer in 2024?

On average, male players 
posted 24 scores in 2024

4
20

9-HOLE

18-HOLE

5.9

On average, FEmale players 
posted 20 scores in 2024

14
69-HOLE

18-HOLE

�� 10.0 to 14.9 26.7%

�� 15.0 to 19.9 22.0%

�� 5.0 to 9.9 20.2%

25+ 1.16M (34.6%)

50+ 487K (14.6%)

75+ 206K (6.2%)

100+ 85.3K (2.5%)

125+ 33.9K (1.0%)

150+ 13.4K (0.4%)

175+ 5.3K (0.16%)

200+ 2.1K (0.06%)

The majority of players fall within 
these three handicap ranges

How avid are some golfers? Here's a look at the number and percentage 
of players that posted 25+ scores (and more) in 2024.

�� 25.0 to 29.9 19.7%

�� 30.0 to 34.9 17.0%

�� 20.0 to 24.9 16.4%

The majority of players fall within 
these three handicap ranges



16.5 32.1
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432.7K Golfers Established 
a Handicap Index for the 

first time in 2024

NEW GOLFERS 
POSTED 

IN 2024
5,195,785 

SCORES 
NEW GOLFERS ARE PLAYING  
9-HOLES MUCH MORE FREQUENTLY

THESE New 
GOLFERS have a 

Handicap Index
higher average 

Compared to 14.2 for all 
players (+2.3 strokes higher)

Compared to 28.7 for all 
players (+3.4 strokes higher)

NEW MALE PLAYERS

4.62M
The average new male player 
posted 15 scores

NEW MALE PLAYERS

576K
The average new female 
player posted 11 scores

NEW FEMALE PLAYERS

NEW FEMALE PLAYERS

18-HOLES

9-HOLES

28.8%

71.2%

NEW MALE PLAYERS
18-HOLES

9-HOLES

50.6%

49.4%

NEW FEMALE PLAYERS

COMPARED TO 15.7% FOR ALL MALES

COMPARED TO 29.9% FOR ALL FEMALES

366.0K were male players while 66.7K were female players
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GOLFERS POSTED 182K SCORES 
AT PAR-3 COURSES IN 2024

As part of the 2024 revision to the World Handicap System™, par-3 courses (courses as short as 750 yards/1,500 
yards for 9- and 18-holes, respectively) became eligible to receive a Course Rating™ and Slope Rating®.

52.9%

9-hole rounds

 of scores 
posted at par-3 
courses are  

350+ 250+ 100+
TOTAL PAR-3 COURSES 18-HOLE COURSES 9-HOLE COURSES

MALE
71.6%

FEMALE
28.4%

51.8K

130.2K

NUMBER OF PAR-3 COURSES RATED BY THEIR LOCAL 
ALLIED GOLF ASSOCIATION SINCE JANUARY

Females account for a higher percentage 
of scores at par-3 courses compared to 
traditional length courses.

Number of scores

Percentage of 9-hole vs. 18-hole scores

+13.1% COMPARED TO 
traditional length courses

9-HOLES 95.8K SCORES

18-HOLES 86.2K SCORES

MALE

FEMALE

51.8%

54.6%

48.2%

45.4%

9-holes

9-holes

18-holes

18-holes
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1 in 4 golfers with a 
Handicap Index played 

in a Competition

POSTED AT LEAST 1 COMPETITION SCORE

839K GOLFERS
25.4% OF ALL 
MALE PLAYERS

23.7% OF ALL 
FEMALE PLAYERS

-0.9% YOY

-0.4% YOY

FEMALE GOLFERS

MALE GOLFERS 696.7K

142.3K

755.6K

3.43M

18-HOLES
82.0%

9-HOLES
18.0%

A total of 

were posted this year

4.19M 
competition scores 

+281K YOY
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Of the 839K GOLFERS that 
did play competitively

5 4
THE AVERAGE MALE COMPETITIVE PLAYER POSTED

COMPETITION SCORES COMPETITION SCORES

THE AVERAGE FEMALE COMPETITIVE PLAYER POSTED

Females play a  
of 18-hole competitions than 
male players

higher percentage

9.8%Most New Golfers 
 for 

a Handicap Index to 
play competitively.

aren’t signing up

8.3% of new female players posted a 
competition score while 10.1% of new males did.

8,675 were posted by male players and 
3,722 were posted by female players

NEW PLAYERS THAT SIGNED UP IN 
2024 PLAYED IN A COMPETITION

18-HOLES
80.8%

9-HOLES
19.2%

18-HOLES
88.5%

9-HOLES
11.5%

MALE COMPETITION 
SCORES

FEMALE COMPETITION 
SCORES

12,397
COMPETITION SCORES


WERE POSTED AT PAR-3 COURSES
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64.8% of scores were posted 
on the day of play

THIS IS UP  AND 
 SINCE 2020

3.1% YOY
UP 8.2%

On days where 8+ scores 
were posted, PCC 
adjustments were 
applied 7.8% of the time

This is a positive trend because at least 8 scores 
must be posted before midnight at a given course 
for the playing conditions calculation (PCC) to be 
considered.

Note: A (-) adjustment means the course played easier 
than expected and a (+) adjustment means the course 
played more difficult than expected.

Here’s a breakdown of the PCCs produced in 2024

Here's a breakdown of PCC adjustments by 
month in 2024 (where PCC was not 0).

The number of PCC 
adjustments 
increased by 9,958 
(7.8%) YOY

At the end of each day, the PCC takes place 
automatically and compares scores posted at each 
course to the expected scores of the players who made 
them. If scores are significantly higher or lower than 
expected, an adjustment is applied to all players who 
played the course that day so their Score Differential™ 
better reflects the conditions in which they played.

The Playing Conditions 
Calculation produced 

 
this year
138.2K Adjustments

+0.76% YOY 

-0.75% YOY 
-0.20% YOY 

-0.12% YOY 

-0.09% YOY 

-1 PCC

JA
N

JU
N

4.09% 

92.22%0 PCC

FE
B

JU
L

+1 PCC

M
AR

AU
G

2.60%

+2 PCC

AP
R

SE
PT

0.78%

+3 PCC

M
AY

OC
T

NO
V

0.32%

7,217 7,024
8,949

14,284 14,365
16,082

19,504

16,386

13,414 12,772

8,258
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There were 214.5K
Exceptional Scores

Posted in 2024
An exceptional score is one that produces a Score Differential that is 7.0 or more strokes


below the player's Handicap Index. If it is 7.0 to 9.9 strokes better, a -1.0 adjustment is applied
to their handicap. If it is 10.0 or more strokes below, a -2.0 adjustment is applied.

177.5K 37.0K
scores produced a -1.0

exceptional score reduction
37.0K scores produced a -2.0
exceptional score reduction

98.9%

1.1%

89.1%

10.9%

H.I. 10.0 OR ABOVE

H.I . BELOW 10.0

H.I . 10.0 OR ABOVE

H.I . BELOW 10.0

Female players accounted
for and25.3% of -1 ESRs
39.0% of -2 ESRs

male players accounted
for and74.7% of -1 ESRs
61.0% of -2 ESRs

ESRs by female playersESRs by male players

The majority of exceptional scores are produced
by players with a higher Handicap Index

The majority of exceptional scores are produced
by players with a higher Handicap Index
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Here are the states 
where golfers posted  

the most scores

�� FLORIDA 9,756,543

�� CALIFORNIA 8,150,179

�� TEXAS 3,647,229

�� NORTH CAROLINA 3,335,955

�� ARIZONA 3,298,331

�� NEW YORK 2,951,832

�� SOUTH CAROLINA 2,807,405

�� MASSACHUSETTS 2,686,599

�� PENNSYLVANIA 2,492,473

��� GEORGIA 2,191,256
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Here’s a look at the states 
with the lowest Average 

Handicap Index

�� Mississippi 10.7

�� ARKANSAS 10.7

�� OKLAHOMA 10.9

�� ALABAMA 11.6

�� TENNESSEE 11.8

�� TEXAS 12.3

�� NORTH DAKOTA 12.4

�� LOUISIANA 12.4

�� KANSAS 12.5

��� KENTUCKY 12.5

�� MISSISSIPPI 22.7

�� HAWAII 24.0

�� ARKANSAS 24.2

�� LOUISIANA 24.7

�� NORTH DAKOTA 25.0

�� OKLAHOMA 25.2

�� TEXAS 25.5

�� ALABAMA 25.6

�� TENNESSEE 26.4

��� NEW MEXICO 26.9

MALE FEMALE

Ties were broken by looking at 
hundredths of a stroke.

NOTE
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37,629Lakewood Ranch Golf & Country Club - Royal Lakes�� FL 

35,648The Clubs at St. James - Founders Club�� NC

34,914The Clubs at St. James - Players Club�� NC

33,303Eagles Nest Golf Club�� AZ

32,971Sarasota National�� FL 

32,942The Highlands at Dove Mountain�� AZ

32,674Legends Golf & Country Club Fort Meyers�� FL

32,460The Clubs at St. James - Reserve Club�� NC

31,785Coronado Golf Club�� CA

31,712Tuscany Falls - West Course��� AZ

The most scores were 
posted in the U.S. at 

these 10 courses 

All ten courses are in states with year-round score-posting seasons.
FUN FACT
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Here’s a list of the courses 
in each state/TERRITORY with 

the most scores posted
5,347Anchorage Golf CourseAK

16,844Vestavia Country ClubAL
11,232PINNACLE COUNTRY CLUBAR

33,303Eagles Nest Golf ClubAZ
31,785Coronado Golf ClubCA
19,792Meridian Golf Clubco

22,089H Smith Richardson Golf Coursect
18,599The Peninsula Golf & Country Clubde
37,629Lakewood Ranch Golf & Country Club - Royal Lakesfl
28,085Rivermont Golf Clubga
26,049Waialae Country Clubhi

16,781Des Moines Golf and Country Club - Northia
17,425Hillcrest Country Clubid
16,051Sunset Valley Golf Clubil

15,240Woodland Country Clubin
18,799Country Club of Leawoodks
16,887Midland Trail Golf Clubky
16,011The University Clubla
22,531Vesper Country ClubMA
18,345Winters Run Golf ClubMD
18,335BIDDEFORD-SACO COUNTRY CLUBME
16,989BIRMINGHAM CCMI
19,735Minnesota Valley Country ClubMN
16,607The Golf Club at CreekmoorMO
10,788The Club at Diamondhead - Cardinal CourseMS
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12,508Laurel Golf ClubMT
35,648The Clubs at St. James - Founders ClubNC

9,862Rose Creek Golf CourseND
16,859Champions RunNE
20,349Concord Country ClubNH
16,770Mendham Golf & Tennis ClubNJ
14,663NEW MEXICO STATE UNIV GOLF CLUBNM
17,310Canyon Gate Country ClubNV
16,471Penfield Country ClubNY

18,096Jefferson Country ClubOH
17,709Southern Hills Country ClubOK

24,847Willamette Valley Country ClubOR
19,639Sandy Run Country ClubPA

1,567Aurora International Golf ClubPR
20,922Montaup Country ClubRI
27,285Hampton Hall ClubSC
11,169The Country Club of Sioux FallsSD

20,407Richland Country ClubTN
21,656Sun City Golf Club - Legacy HillsTX
16,859Willow Creek Country ClubUT
21,164Washington Golf & Country ClubVA
12,897Vermont National Country ClubVT
27,425Royal Oaks Country ClubWA
15,190Sand Valley Golf Resort - Mammoth DunesWI
11,959The Pines Country ClubWV
8,964Paradise Valley Country ClubWY


